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The California Faculty 
Association announced 
strike dates if they do not 
come to an agreement 
with the California State 
University. Go to our 
website for the story. 


www.StateHornet.com 
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MLK Scholar 
works to 


A3 The 
Center 
provide students with a 
home on a diverse campus. 
AA team up with UTAPS to 
develop a parking app 


which would provide Hornets 
with parking information. 


Engineering students 
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B1 Women’s and men’s 
basketball will be play- 
ing the postseason tourna- 
ment on neutral ground. 





Two seniors on the 
men’s golf team look 
to have a better season. 
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Food trucks park out- 
side residence halls 
during construction to 
provide students with 
more food options. 
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| Joel Boland 
@shmoland | 


‘The much-discussed grad- 
uation czar President Rob- 
ert S. Nelsen introduced in 
his initial Fall Address in 
2015, finally has a face to 
the title. 

Nelsen appointed Francis 
James Dragna as execu- 
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Graduation Czar joins campus 


tive director of Universi- 
ty Initiatives and Student 
Success. 

Nelsen informed the Sac 
State community of Drag- 
na’s official start date of 
Jan. 27 during his Spring 
Address. 

In an email, Nelsen 
shared some of his hopes 
for what he wanted Dragna 
to achieve as the new Grad- 


uation “Czar.” 

“In the end,” Nelsen 
wrote, “our hope is that he 
will be a catalyst of change 
who will ensure that we 
improve our graduation 
rates.” 

Dragna, who said he 
never goes by Francis and 
prefers “Jim,” holds a doc- 
torate in psychology and 
worked most recently as 


director of Student Success 
at the University of Can- 
terbury in Christchurch, 
New Zealand. 

Shortly before Dragna be- 
gan working at the Univer- 
sity of Canterbury, Christ- 
church experienced an 
earthquake that was a 6.3 
on the Richter scale. The 
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Sac State brings CPR | awareness 
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Francis “Jim” Dragna_ is 
appointed executive director. 





Mili Gomez- The State Hornet 


A baby CPR mannequin lays on display during the Hornet Heartsaver Event on Tuesday, Feb. 2 in the University Union. This was the second annual Hornet 
Heartsaver Event hosted by the College of Continuing Education at Sacramento State. The event is held to spread CPR awareness to students. 


Tragedy sparks purpose for fraternity brothers with event 


| Milagros Gomez | 
@_milisjournal | 


The College of Continu- 
ing Education hosted the 
second annual Hornet 
Heartsaver event to ed- 
ucate students on how to 
perform CPR. 

While the event focused 
on the importance of 
CPR, several brothers of 
Sigma Lambda Beta In- 
ternational Fraternity Inc. 
shared a deeper purpose 
for their participation in 
the event. 

Ulysses Sandoval, fourth- 


Faculty hiring practices j 


year criminal justice ma- 
jor and a brother of the 
fraternity, shared the rea- 
son why the organization 
holds CPR so close to its 
heart. 

“Due to a tragedy of 
the death of one of our 
fraternity brothers who 
passed away because of 
no one who was around 
him knew CPR, is why 
we encourage people to 
get more informed about 
the topic,” Sandoval said. 
“This event helps oth- 
ers learn to expect the 
unexpected and to get 
educated.” 


Eddy Raygoza, a fourth- 
year kinesiology major 
and also a brother of the 
fraternity shared his be- 
hefs in why more people 
should attend events like 
this. 

“It’s good to at least be 
more aware of the impor- 
tance of CPR and be con- 
scious of how it can help 
someone save a life,” 
Raygoza said. 

Herky’s Heart Health 
Party was filled with the 
participation of differ- 
ent organizations, free 
lunch and the oppor- 
tunity of learning CPR 


examined by president 


[ Morgan Cherry 


@thestatehornet | 
President Robert  S. 


Nelsen highhghted trans- 
parent hiring practices as 
an issue he would like to 
focus on at Sacramento 
State in his Spring Address. 
To make Sac State’s hir- 
ing process more transpar- 
ent to faculty and students 
alike, Nelsen has entrust- 
ed Interim Provost Ming- 


Tung “Mike” Lee with re- 
vamping the process. 

“T have charged Interim 
Provost Mike Lee to estab- 
lish a transparent formula 
for making decisions about 
who to hire in the future 
based on student/facul- 
ty ratios in departments, 
graduation and retention 
rates, impaction, overall 
enrollment and _ depart- 
mental fit,” Nelsen said. 
Implementing the chang- 
es will not be the sole 


responsibility of the 
administration. 

“We will publish that 
formula and ask that 
all colleges and depart- 
ments use the formula 
when requesting addition- 
al faculty,” Nelsen said. 
‘Revamping’ the _ hir- 
ing process for Sac State, 
though, may be an over- 
statement, Lee said. 
“Transparency is a very 
interesting concept,” Lee 
said. “It’s defined by the 


techniques. 

Many organizations 
came out to the annu- 
al event which promotes 
CPR awareness. 

The American Heart 
Association Authorized 
Training Center, Sigma 
Lambda Beta Interna- 


tional Fraternity Inc., The 


WELL, California Nurs- 


law, so we have to do it that 
way. It’s not how I person- 
ally define transparency; 
I don’t get much freedom 
with the process.” 
However, the university’s 
definition of transparent 
and the public’s definition 
of transparent may differ. 


ing Students Association 
and Peak Adventures were 
all present. 

According to Angela Ha- 
fer, a training center coor- 
dinator for the American 
Heart Association, due to 
the success of last year’s 


CPR, A2 
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A sign located in the Martin Luther King Jr. Scholar Center in 
Lassen Hall. The center opened in November to offer cultural 
knowledge and experience on campus. 


See the story on A3 


“[The hiring process] is 
not transparent until the 
final process ... we inter- 
view them, look at how 
they teach, their qualifica- 
tions, and eventually, when 
the decision is made ... 


HIRING, A2 
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Residence hall students face roadblocks 


Currently on 


multiple construction sites that may 
bring challenges to students. 

There is the making of a new 
residential hall on parking lot 2 that 


has taken away a number of parking 


spaces, 
commuter campus. 


Additionally, 





CONTINUED, Al 


event, the event will only 
continue growing by pro- 
viding more opportunities 
for students to become 
exposed to simple tech- 
niques that may lead them 
to have the ability to save 
a life. 

Hafer said the impor- 
tance of this event goes 
past the idea of students 
becoming CPR certified. 

“This event spreads the 
word about our American 
Heart Association Train- 
ing Center at Sacramento 
State and the importance 
of CPR Hater said. 
“This event also starts the 
conversation among stu- 
dents and staff about CPR 
and about the possibility 
of saving a life.” 

Leah Martin, director of 
the CNSA’s Breakthrough 
to Nursing committee, be- 
lieves that education is key 
when it comes to possibly 
saving a life. 

“Education is always 
important,” Martin said. 
“The more education that 
you get the better.” 


CONTINUED, Al 


that is transparent,” Lee 
said. “Certain parts [of 
the process] will not be 
open, because the privacy 
is for the candidates.” 

Proponents of hiring 
transparency, such as Kev- 
in Wehr, president of the 
Sacramento chapter of 
the California Faculty As- 
sociation, hold contrasting 
views. 

“This is how we hire new 





campus 


which are needed for a 


renovations 


there are 


‘The best time to do these renovations 


of the 


because 


new Dining Hall are interfering with 
students’ dining experience. 
Students have questioned whether 


they are getting their money’s worth 


Of as lack = of 


available to them with the renovations 


taking place. 


may not be during the academic year, 


resources 


and the campus may be better served 


if the bulk of the remodeling were 


done at less inconvenient times, such 
as summer or winter breaks. 
Doing the construction over the 


breaks would be beneficial to students 


living both on and off campus by 


parking. 


providing resources for food and 


Editorial Art by Pierce Grohosky 








Mili Gomez - The State Hornet . 


(Left to right) Chris Elton shows how to properly place one’s hand while doing CPR to Sacramento State students Ali 
Abrishami and Mona Villamayor during the Hornet Heartsaver Event on Tuesday, Feb. 2 in the University Union. 


Hiring: Decisions may affect students 


professors — a committee 
of faculty review applica- 
tions based on agreed-up- 
on criteria that predict 
successful teaching and 
research, then hiring de- 
partments come to a con- 
sensus on candidates,” 
Wehr said. “[Candidates] 
are then reviewed by the 
dean and the provost, and 
perhaps the president. 
This seems to me a good 
model.” 


Transparency in Sac 


State hiring _ practices 
greatly benefits faculty 
members, according to 
faculty such as Jesus Ru- 
ben Martinez, a professor 
of Mexican-American 
history. 

“Transparency... can help 
ensure a fair and efficient 
system to hire the best pro- 
fessor. On the other hand, 
the school must ensure ap- 
plicants’ privacy,” Marti- 
nez said. 

The administration reit- 





erated that transparency, 
in whatever form it may 
come in, is beneficial to 
students. 

“The students have some 
expectations of what kind 
of research and teaching 
the professor does, so this 
way they know that profes- 
sors are interested in a spe- 
cific area,” Lee said. “It is 
also a good way to connect 
with students and _ helps 
them build better relation- 
ships with professors.” 


Wehr brought the discus- 
sion back to its roots. 
“The students are why 
we are all here, and thus 
hiring decisions should 
always be made with the 
students in mind,” Wehr 
said. “Though it may not 
always be appropriate for 
students to have a role in 
the decision making pro- 
cess, students should, in an 
ideal world, be involved in 
the process and their input 
should be solicited.” 
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MLK Scholar Center acts as home for diversity 


[Russell Rawlings 
@RollinRoundCsus | 


Sacramento State’s Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. Scholar 
Center opened in Novem- 
ber to offer cultural knowl- 
edge and experience to the 
campus. 


_ Tina Jordan, director for 


the MLK Jr. Center and 
vice president of Strategic 
Student Initiatives, said 
the symbol of a Sankofa, a 
bird of Ghanaian origin, is 
a defining emblem for the 
center. 

She also said Sankofa 
is an important part of 
both the African and Af- 
rican-American cultural 
experience. 

The 1993 film “Sankofa” 
also provides guidance for 
the MLK Jr. Center. 

“It’s a very important 
film about how Africans as 
part of that diaspora have 
come together — or what 
happened to us as part 
of that diaspora,” Jordan 
said. 

The center also holds 
“Sankofa ‘Talks,’ where 
participants discuss Afri- 
can-American _ historical 
past and how those events 
have contributed to and 
influenced African-Ameri- 
can culture. 

Janay Ezekwe, _ presi- 
dent of the Black Student 
Union and student coordi- 
nator for the MLK Jr. Cen- 
ter, said establishing the 
center’s role as a home was 
a priority, and to help her 
do so, she reached out to 
her fellow BSU members. 

“We called it Black ‘Tues- 
day,” Ezekwe said. “We 
said from [11 a.m. to 1 
p-m.], come here — just be 
here, because [the Center] 


The Martin Luther King Jr. Scholar Center staff on Friday, Feb. 


is here for us.” 

Malaysia Robinson, a 
student coordinator for 
both the MLK Jr. Center 
and the Peer and Academ- 
ic Resource Center, has 
watched and shaped her 
own role within the center. 

“I was here at the gene- 
sis,” Robinson said. 

Damariye Smith, admin- 
istrative support coordina- 
tor for the MLK Jr. Cen- 
ter, said student success is 


a central part of the MLK 
Jr. Genter’s mission. 

Smith also has transi- 
tioned into his role as coor- 
dinator for the center from 
the Educational Opportu- 
nities Program, where he 
served in a retention role 
for students. Smith ex- 
plained the importance of 
the MLK Jr. Center in the 
ongoing efforts to increase 
diversity on campus. 

He also said that the ef- 
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5 in Lassen Hall. The center opened in November to inform the campus on cultural issues. 


forts that initially led to 
the development of the 
Multi-Cultural Center did 
fall short for some. 

“The numbers were 
showing that a large num- 
ber of  African-Amer- 
ican students on cam- 
pus weren’t going to the 
MCC,” Smith said. 

Aja Johnson, student co- 
ordinator for the MLK 
Jr. Genter, the MCC and 
the PRIDE Center, said 


A doula is a trained professional that provides physical, emotional, and 
informational support to a woman and her support team during labor and birth. 


Woodland Healthcare is offering to cover the cost of your training in exchange 
for your commitment to be a volunteer doula. 


Volunteer doulas will be eligible for certification through the International 
Childbirth Education Association (ICEA) after completion of our training program. 


Visit www.woodlandhealthcare.org for more information. 


SZ, Dignity Health. 


; NU Woodland Healthcare 


/ 


the same concerns were 
present when the MLK 
Jr. Center first opened its 
doors. 

“T think any time a new 
center is opened up,” 
Johnson said, “you won- 
der, ‘How is it going to be 
received?” 

Jordan also explained the 
importance of a concept 
known as culturally re- 
sponsive pedagogy, includ- 
ing remaining culturally 


sensitive to the needs of 
the student population. 

To accomplish this goal, 
Jordan has established a 
curriculum and class offer- 
ings to be held within the 
MLK Jr. Center. 

Jordan said students will 
be gathering at the cen- 
ter twice a week to discuss 
how they feel about being 
included on campus and 
what that equity piece 
looks like. 


Complete the online application at 
www.woodiandhealthcare.org. 


For more information about our 
program, please contact Heidi 
Mazeres, RN, at Heidi.mazeres@ 


dignityhealth.org. 
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<> Fotiow 


in this week's editorial, we highlight the bold 
move by @prezneisen to address hate speech 


asacstate, ow.ly/XXQiX 


As most of the campus is aware, last Wednesday there 


was an incident of written hate speech targeted toward 


Sacramento State’s Muslim community. 


The State Hornet staff would remind students that this 


was an isolated incident, the exception and not the rule. 


We would also like to commend President Nelsen for 


his swift and thoughtful response to the hate speech. 


Sac State has a campus and a culture that embraces di- 


versity and celebrates all members of the Hornet family. 


*  Atthe end of last semester, in the face of rising Islam- 


ophobia in other parts of California, President Nelsen 


encouraged the Faculty Senate to release a statement af- 


firming its support of the Muslim students, faculty and 


community members at Sac State. 


Follow Us! 
@TheStateHornet 


UTAPS involves students with parking app 


Real-time parking 
information is the goal 


[Monica Dattage 


@monicadattage 


Students working on their 
final engineering project 
are trying to piece together 
a device that could give the 
campus real-time parking 
data by fall 2016. 

University Parking and 
Transportation — Services 
has partnered with a group 
of mechanical engineer- 
ing students who, for their 
senior project, took on the 
challenge posed by UTAPS. 

The project at hand is to 
try to track the number 
of parking spots available 
around campus and then 
share that with students in 
real time, said ‘Tony Lucas, 
director of UTAPS. 

The parking _ structures 
were the easier aspect of 
the project, Lucas said. 
Over the winter break, 
UTAPS installed counting 
loops into the entrances 
and exits of all the parking 
structures on campus to 
track the number of cars 
coming and going. 

“The next piece of this 
project will be actually turn- 
ing the boxes on, which will 
be in the next week,” Lu- 
cas said. Throughout the 
rest of the spring semester, 
UTAPS will be working out 
any glitches in the system, 
and making sure the num- 





bers received are accurate. 

The harder part is to track 
cars entering and exiting 
parking lots, especially ones 
with multiple entrances 
and exits like lots 9 and 10, 
Lucas said. This is where 
UTAPS sought the help of 
the engineering students. 

Seniors Stuart Luper, Paul 
Sikes, Rudy Ortiz, Chris- 
tian Poveda and Gabriel 
Ortiz said they decided to 
take on a challenge. 

They were tasked with 
finding sensors and put- 
ting together a system that 
would “have the ability to 
know the small difference 
between a motorcycle and 
a person,” Sikes said. 

The sensors will be trig- 
gered by cars entering or 
leaving the lot and then be 
sent to a wireless router, 
where it will then be add- 
ed to a real-time database. 

“Right now we're fir- 
ing the lasers and testing 
the sensors to compile the 
data for our final report,” 
Luper said. It will then be 
handed off to UTAPS for 
installation. 

With the progress made 
over winter break, students 
will have access to the data 
sooner than later. 

“Our goal is to be able 
to integrate this into the 
pre-existing Sac _ State 
App,” Lucas said. The app 
may take more time to de- 





108 likes 





State. 





statehornet Congratulations to former 
@sacstatefootball linebacker Todd Davis on 
winning his first Super Bowl ring...right in 
his backyard! #stingersup #sb50 #broncos 
#hornets photo courtesy of Sacramento 
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ize the plans. 


ASI addresses poss 
ble faculty strike 


Associate Vice President of the California Faculty As- 
sociation and sociology professor Kevin Wehr met with 
Associated Students, Inc. during their first spring meet- 
ing on Wednesday, Feb. 3, in the Orchard Suite of the 
University Union to discuss the faculty strike. 

Wehr said he doesn’t know when or how the strike will 
play out, but the union is meeting this weekend to final- 


The faculty is asking for a five percent raise, but the 
California State University has only offered a two per- 
cent raise since 2014, Wehr said. 

The CSU can afford to give them the five percent pay 
raise, without raising tuition, Wehr said. The institution 
is sitting on $2 billion in reserves. 


Read more online at 
www. StateHornet.com 


py LOLOT= Fehr 
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Engineering senior Paul Sikes shows the prototype of the ultrasonic sensors that would help students find parking -at 
Sacramento State. These sensors would make finding a parking spot easier and less stressful on students every day. 


velop, but by the fall semes- 
ter students will have access 
to the real-time numbers. 

This means there will be 
a more accurate picture 
that can be shared with stu- 
dents, so they know where 
to go instead of hunting 
down a spot, Lucas said. 

One day students may be 
signing up for classes and 
have the ability to click an 
icon that shows what park- 
ing is like on campus at that 
specific day and time, Lu- 
cas said. 





Graduation: Student success will be the focus 
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earthquake was the second 
deadliest natural disaster 
in the country’s history, 
according to the New Zea- 
land Police’s reports. After 
the earthquake, attendance 
at the university dropped 
by 25 percent, according to 
Dragna. 

“As a result of the earth- 
quake... they learned how 
much they depended on 
one another,” Dragna said. 
“They developed commu- 


nity support groups.” 
Dragna said that atten- 
dance at the University of 
Canterbury has bounced 
back since the 2011 earth- 
quake with a larger student 
body than ever before. 
Rose Reynolds, a project 
coordinator in the Univer- 
sity of Canterbury’s office 
of Student Success and 
Dragna’s former colleague, 
spoke of the university’s 
culture and Dragna’s work 
there. 

“Our mission is what we 


call “Tanga tu, Tangata 
ora,’ which is Maori for 
people prepared to make a 
difference,” Reynolds said. 
“So we are all about view- 
ing student success in a ho- 
listic way.” 

Reynolds said the univer- 
sity of Canterbury operates 
in a bicultural and bilingual 
framework with the Maori 
people. 

“The work that we do at 
the university is very much 
grounded in those two dif- 
ferent world views,” Reyn- 


olds said. 

Dragna said he was excit- 
ed to come to a campus as 
diverse as Sac State’s and 
compared it to New Zea- 
land’s culture. 

“The idea was to move our 
university to one of belong- 
ing, and at a visceral level, 
that’s much different than 
talking about diversity, isn’t 
it,’ Dragna said. “It’s real- 
ly about how you and I are 
connected, how we belong 
to the same community.” 

Dragna said his role in 


boosting Sac State’s four- 
year graduation rate and 
course availability will in- 
volve a lot of analysis. 

“My role really winds up 
being much more in terms 
of coordinating and con- 
sulting and informing,” 
Dragna said, “utilizing the 
resources and ideas that 
people already have here.” 

Dragna will also work 
with local high schools and 
community colleges to en- 
sure incoming students, 
both freshmen and trans- 


fers, are better prepared for 
Sac State without the need 
of taking additional reme- 
dial courses. 

“As we worked on the 
University’s Strategic Plan, 
Dr. Dragna reminded us 
many times that whatever 
initiatives we added to the 
Strategic Plan had to have 
measurable results,” Nelsen 
said. “He is already part of 
the team, and I am certam 
that he will be a huge con- 
tributor at Sac State.” 











Baseball 
looks to 
‘reclaim 
WAC title 


‘|Jerod Moreno 
@jerodmoreno | 


The Sacramento State 
baseball team is gearing 
up for another successful 
season in the hopes of 
reclaiming their title as 
Western Athletic Con- 
ference Champions. 

The Hornets have fin- 
ished first in the WAC 
twice out of the last four 
years and are hoping to 


add another notch to 
their belt. 
Last ‘season, Sacra- 


mento State went 33- 
27 overall and 16-11 in 
their conference while 
taking the #4 seed in 
the WAC tournament at 
the end of the year. The 
Hornets ended up fin- 
ishing in third place of 
the WAC tournament 
garnishing a 3-2 record. 
Returning senior Chris 
Lewis was named to the 
2015 WAC All-Tourna- 
ment team, ; 

The team has a nine 
game road trip that will 
put its practice to the 
test. Six out of its first 
nine games are. against 
teams that hail from the 
Southeastern Confer- 
ence. The Southeastern 
Conference or SEC is 
widely recognized as 
the strongest — confer- 
ence in the nation. This 
includes a three-game 
series with Louisiana 
State University. LSU 
is one of the most deco- 
rated Division I baseball 
teams of all time and is 
tied for second for the 
most College World Se- 
ries championships. 

Head coach Reggie 
Christiansen is entering 
his sixth season with the 
Hornets, boasting two 
Western Athletic Divi- 
sion titles in 2012 and 
2014 and a Western 
Athletic Division Tour- 
nament Championship 
in 2014. Christiansen 
is very optimistic about 
this year’s group of guys. 
He believes that his 
team can truly compete 
with any other team in 
this country. 

“The depth on this ros- 
ter is truly the strength 
of the team,”.: Chris- 
tiansen said. “We got 
13 guys that we’re really 
comfortable putting out 
there, and 12 pitchers 
that we're extremely 
comfortable putting out 
there. The depth of this 
roster is the best it has 
ever been.” 

Leading off some of the 
notable returners from 
the 2015 season is Chris 
Lewis, a utility player. 

Lewis is entering his 
senior year from what 


BASEBALL, B2 
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Justin Dillon looks to improve 
on his 6-6 record last season. 





SPORTS 





Two seniors on the 
men’s golf team look to 
have a better season. 


Story on B2 


Neutral site for Big Sky 


Junior Eric Stuteville attempts the shot in the paint against Montana on Thursday, Feb. 4 in the Hornets Nest. Stuteville played 
a key role in the Hornets 83-79 comeback win as he had 15 points, four blocks and nine rebounds. 


Basketball postseason 
to be held in Nevada 


| Christopher Bullock 
@CWayneBull | 


For the first time in the 
Big Sky Conference histo- 
ry, the postseason basket- 
ball tournament will be 
held at a neutral site. 

Abandoning a decades 
long tradition, The Big 
Sky Conference Tourna- 
ment will no longer be 
hosted at the home gym of 
the regular season cham- 
pion. Instead, the postsea- 
son tournament will be 
held in Reno, Nevada. 

This year’s tournament, 
dubbed “Road to Reno”, 
will also be a first for an- 
other reason. Reno will 
be hosting both the men’s 
and women’s basketball 
tournament. That is 24 
teams altogether between 
both divisions, which may 
seem like a daunting task 
to pull off for any confer- 
ence committee. 

According to a press re- 
lease sent out by the Big 
Sky Conference, this was 
the best way to go. 

Big Sky Deputy Commis- 


sioner Ron Loghry, who 
was part of the committee 
to find a neutral site, says 
there were a lot of factors 
that went into the decision 
making, one of which was 
traveling. 

“Almost always, ‘the tour- 
nament site wasn’t deter- 
mined until the last week 
or two of the season and 
most people  couldn’t 
go to the tournament 
on last-second _ notice,” 
Loghry said. “We had 
parents miss their kids’ 
last games because it’s 
somewhere they couldn’t 
get to.” 

Another big issue, ac- 
cording to Loghry, was 
the lack of parity within 
the conference. 

“Coaches saw the way we 
did the tournament only 
really served to promote 
two or three of our top 
programs,” Loghry said. 
“It just cycled through 
who was hosting all the 
time. Teams got to host, 
that propelled their pro- 
gram forward, and coach- 
es felt it was just a vicious 
cycle where a lot of teams 


could never get involved.” 
The most important fac- 
tor: Reno was the only 
city of the three (the oth- 
ers being Spokane, Wash- 
ington and Bozeman, 
Montana) that offered to 
host both the men’s and 
women’s tournaments. 

According to Weber 
State men’s _ basketball 


head coach Randy Rahe, 
the move to a _ neutral 
site is the best thing for 
the growth of Big Sky 
basketball. 

“Going neutral gives our 
fans a chance to make 
travel arrangements ear- 
ly,” Rahe said. “To have it 
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Justin Strings makes an aggressive move to the basket 
against Montana on Thursday, Feb. 4 in the Hornets Nest. 
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New 
Hornets 
added to 
rosters 


| Christopher Bullock 
OCWayneBull | 


If you’re a college foot- 
ball or soccer fan, then 
Wednesday, Feb. 3 is a 
day you’ve had circled 
on the calendar for quite 
some time. 

Last Wednesday, high 
school football and soc- 
cer for both men and 
women recruits from 
across the nation signed 
letters of intent to play 
for colleges across the 
US. as part of an an- 
nual tradition known as 
National Signing Day. 
While there are many 
different signing days 
for almost every college 
sport, the day for football 
and soccer is the most 
celebrated. 

What does this mean 
for Sacramento State? 

For Sacramento State 
men’s soccer coach Mike 
Linenberger, signing day 
is a chance to bring in 
players that will fit the 
mold of “the perfect 
Hornet,” not necessarily 
to make a big splash. 

“We try to get the best 
student-athlete that will 
best represent Sac State, 
not just on the field or 
in the classroom but as 
a person as well,” Linen- 
berger said. “If we get a 
little notoriety, that’s just 
icing on the cake.” 

This year, the Sac State 
men’s soccer team signed 
three new athletes to let- 
ters of intent: defenders 
Abraham Rosales’ and 
Mac Harrington and 
midfielder Christian 
Webb. All three of them 
are local to Northern 
California and bring a 
lot of experience to the 
Hornets. 

Linenberger has had the 
opportunity to work with 
all three new recruits, 
but Harrington was one 
of his more familiar re- 
cruits, Linenberger hav- 
ing coached him on his 
youth team before Har- 
rington joined the Sac- 
ramento Republic FC 
United U18 team. 

“Mac [Harrington] is 
fantastic,’ Linenberger 
said. “He’s a big, strong 
center back and has a 
great touch in the tack- 
le, which was one of the 
areas we weren’t so good 
in last season. He also 
has international experi- 
ence, having played with 
the Canadian national 
team.” 

For the Sac State foot- 
ball team, this signing 
day was a huge coup. 21 
players signed letters of 
intent to suit up for the 
Hornets next season, in- 
cluding LA Times City 
Player of the Year, quar- 
terback Roman Ale. 

Head football coach 
Jody Sears, who is going 
into his third season as 
Sac State, feels that Sign- 
ing Day is important not 
because of the star pow- 
er, but about getting the 
right people for the long 
term. 

“These kids are going 
to be the future of your 
program four or five 
years from now,” Sears 
said. “You look at the 
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The infielders celebrate a win at John Smith Field. The Hornets look to improve their 33-27 
record last season as they recruited a handful of junior college transfers to fill up the roster. 


Eyes on Big Sky 


senior pair hope to help bring team 
out of three-year second place 


[Angel Guerrero 
@AngelGuererooo | 


Taylor Knoll and Owen 
Taylor, senior catalysts 
for the Sacramento State 
men’s golf team, will hard- 
ly stop being teammates 
after their last season of 
collegiate competition. 

Knoll, 22, and Taylor, 
23, both plan on applying 
their communication stud- 
ies majors to careers in real 
estaté together, while also 
remaining close friends af- 
ter college. 

“Owen [Taylor], he’s 
my best friend, we live to- 
gether, pretty much do ev- 
erything together,’ Knoll 
said. “Just really cool kid, 
good golfer. Almost like a 
brother to me.” 

This brotherly bond has 
translated to the rest of 
the team in the form of a 
close-knit group that Tay- 
lor refers to not just as his 
teammates, but as his best 
friends. 

“T can tell you from day 
one the whole reason why 
I came here to Sacramen- 
to State was because the 
team camaraderie we have 


on this team. It’s second to 
none,” Taylor said. “I have 
a lot of friends in the golf 
world and they don’t have 
the same: kind of team 
chemistry that we have.” 

‘Taylor hopes this togeth- 
erness can get the Hornets 
over the hump as they’ve 
finished in second place in 
three of the last four years 
at the Big Sky champion- 
ship tournament. In fact, 
a first place finish this year 
would be Sac State’s first 
Big Sky championship 
since 1997. 

Taylor, the most experi- 
enced Hornet on the team, 
recognizes the importance 
of his role as a leader and 
dedicates himself to doing 
what needs to be done, 
instead of telling players 
what’s expected of them. 

“I’m the type of person 
that’s going to lead by ex- 
ample,” ‘Taylor said. “I 
might go to practice, get 
out there an hour early 
and maybe a couple guys 
the next week will be doing 
the same thing so I’m just 
a big believer in leading 
by example and hopefully 
guys follow along, see what 
happens.” 





Knoll, 


named 
first team all- 
Big Sky last year, 

also —_ understands 
the significance of his 
role as a leader and what 
it means to the less experi- 
enced golfers on the team. 

“Looking after the young- 
er guys like Landon [Aze- 
vedo], the freshman, just 
trying to help him improve 
because college golf is a lot 
different than junior golf,” 
Knoll said. “Just trying to 
teach him and the young- 
er guys what it takes to get 
better and have the best 
college career they can.” 

Knoll, Taylor and the 
Hornets will look to im- 
prove overall as a team 
after a disappointing finish 
in the LMU-Higgins Me- 
morial Invitational in Las 
Vegas, Nevada on Feb. 2. 
Sac State, in its 2016 sea- 
son debut, tied for ninth 
place in the tournament 
of 14 teams. 

‘Taylor sees this result as 
a sign of rust and believes 
that practice and hard 
work will be enough to get 
the team back on track for 
the opportunities that lie 
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Baseball: Junior players fill up 
roster for upcoming season 
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has already been a very 
rewarding career at Sac 
State (2013 All-WAC First 
Team, 2013 Freshman 
All-American Team, 2014 
WAC Tournament MVP). 
After leading the Hornets 
to their first-ever WAC 
championship in 2014 
(500 batting average with 
seven RBI and five runs 
scored over a five game pe- 
riod), Lewis followed with 
a strong 2015 season. 

Last season, Lewis had a 
.275 batting average with 
5 home runs and 32 RBI 
during the season and hit 
421 in the WAC Tourna- 
ment to earn himself an- 
other spot in the All-WAC 
Tournament Team. This 
year Lewis said his main 
goal is to contribute as 
much as he can to help this 
team win. 









“Move 
on and 
under- 
stand what 
we didwrong 


and learn 
from it,” Tay- 
lor said. “We 


have a month ‘til 

our home tournament at 
Valley High, so just kind 
of gain some confidence. 
Just get ready for the rest 
of the year.” 

This month’s long wait 
will end as the Hornets 
host the Sacramento State 
Invitational on March 7. 
No matter what the result, 
one thing seems certain to 
‘Taylor. 

“These guys are going to 
be my best friends for the 
rest of my life.” Taylor 
said. 


“You can expect me and 
my team playing hard, all 
nine innings, right out of 
the gate,” said Lewis. 

Another key returner is 
Sam Long, the ace of the 
pitching rotation leading 
into this year. Long, a re- 
turning junior, has a ca- 
reer record of 14 wins and 
six losses and holds a 2.92 
overall earned run aver- 
age, which ranks him sev- 
enth in Sac State history. 

Christiansen had nothing 
but praise for the young 
lefty. 

“He’s one of the best 
pitchers in the history of 
our program,” Christian- 
sen said. 

Long was named _ the 
WAC Freshman of the 
Year in 2014, and was also 
named part of the 2014 
Louisville Slugger 

Freshman All-American 

Team. Long had 





another strong season last 
year, leading the team in 
strikeouts and posted a 
2.81 ERA in nearly 90 
innings pitched. For this 
upcoming season, Long 
put on 10 to 15 pounds of 
muscle and is feeling 100 
percent ready to go. 

“T like competing more 
than anybody,” Long said. 
“T like having the spotlight 
out there and I like having 
the attention that comes 
with being the number one 
starter. I think it makes me 
better and I’m able to har- 
ness the adrenaline and 
I’m able to be better be- 
cause of it.” 

The Hornets’ 2016 season 
kicks off against Auburn 
University in Auburn, Al- 
abama at Samford-Hitch- 
cock field at Plainsman 
Park on Friday, Feb. 19. 





Taylor Knoll and ° 


* Owen Taylor 
look to end 

thier collegiant 
careers ona 
high note with a 
few more wins in 
their upcoming 
tournaments. 


Bob Solario - Hornet Athletics 








fe 


Issue 17, February 11 


The State Hornet 








Basketball: Road to 
Reno awaits Hornets 


CONTINUED, Bl 


at a destination site, where 
there’s a lot of action go- 
ing on, it’s not just basket- 
ball; there’s other things 
to do. I think it could help 
set up our conference to 
do better things down the 
road.” 

The way the old “hot- 
team host” system worked, 
the regular season cham- 
pion would host the tour- 
nament on their home 
court under an eight-team 
format. In both the men’s 
and women’s field, the 
University of Montana 
had served as the primary 
benefactor of the format. 
Since 1990, Montana’s 
mens’ team has hosted the 


tourney nine times, the 
women’s team, 14 times. 

Sac State women’s bas- 
ketball head coach Bunky 
Harkleroad knows the 
challenges of playing in 
Missoula, where Montana 
plays. 

“[Montana] is always a 
tough place to play,” Har- 
kleroad_ said. “They’re 
very well-coached, and 
they have a loud, aggres- 
sive crowd. They’ve been 
the best team for going on 
two decades.” 

Sac State finished sec- 
ond in the regular season 
to Montana last season 
(2014-15), and was with- 
in a game of facing them 
again in the Big Sky Finals, 
before losing to Northern 
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Sophomore Marcus Graves drives to the basket against 
Montana. Graves scored 18 points in the Hornets 83-79 win. 


Colorado in the semifinals 
on Friday, March 13. The 
men’s team, who finished 
tied for second, also made 
it to the semifinals, losing 
to Eastern Washington on 
the same day. Both tour- 
naments were in Missoula. 
With the addition of a 
neutral site comes addi- 
tional benefits for all 24 
teams. Before the 2014- 
15 season, the top seven 
teams in each division 
made it to the tourna- 
ment. When Idaho joined 
the Big Sky last season 
after many years in the 
Western Athletic Confer- 
ence, the tournament ex- 
panded to eight teams. 
‘This season, all 12 teams 
in the conference (includ- 
ing Idaho State, Mon- 
tana State, North Dako- 
ta, Northern Arizona, 
Portland State, Southern 
Utah and Weber State) 
are eligible for the post- 
season tournament. ‘To 
add to it, the top four 
teams in each division will 
get a first-round bye, of- 
fering an incentive to fin- 
ish within the top four of 
your conference. 

For the women’s team, 
which is currently 4-5 
and ranked sixth in the 
conference, it has known 
that time is running out to 
make a move. 

Senior forward Margaret 
Huntington, who will be 
playing in her third Big 
Sky tournament, made it 
very clear that the team 
cannot afford to fail. 

“Right now is when we 
need to be playing our 


best ball,” Huntington 
said. 
‘Teammate and_ senior 


guard Ericka Magana is 
confident in her team’s 
ability. 

“Crunch time,” Magana 
said. “It’s getting down to 
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Freshman Jeff Wu attempts a 3-pointer over Brandon Gfeller of Montana on Thursday, Feb. 4 
in the Hornets Nest. Wu scored 11 of the Hornets 83 points in the game. 


the wire. We need it and 
we're gonna get it.” 

Sac State’s men’s team, 
while currently 10-10 on 
the season overall, are 
3-6 in the conference and 
rank tenth. If the season 


were to end today, they 
would face seventh-place 
Northern Colorado. 

The “Road to Reno” be- 
gins on Monday, March 7 
with the first round of the 
women’s basketball tour- 





Berlioux aims for strong finish 


[Conner Ashford 
@cOmmand0c | 


Oklahoma. ‘To many it 
is simply another Mid- 
western state. But not for 
Sacramento State senior 
runner Chloe Berlioux. 

“I grew up in Oklahoma, 


born and raised there,” 
Berlioux said. 

A graduate from Bish- 
op Kelley High School in 
Tulsa, Berlioux has trans- 
formed from a multi-sport 
athlete into one of Sac 
State’s best runners. 

“IT played volleyball in 
high school and ran track 


a little bit, but didn’t start 
getting serious about run- 
ning until my junior or se- 
nior year in high school,” 
Berlioux said. 

“I started doing some 
club running, and my se- 
nior year decided that’s 
what I wanted to do in 
college and started look- 





File Photo by Sheldon Kohatsu 
Chloe Berlioux races to the finish line during the Hornet Invite at Hornet Stadium. Berlioux won the Women’s 800-meter run. 


ing around at schools,” 
she said. 

Berlioux won four Okla- 
homa state titles playing 
with her school’s’ volley- 
ball team, but recognized 
her interest in running in 
college early on. 
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nament. [The men’s tour- 
nament begins on March 
8. More information, as 
well as travel accommo- 
dations and tickets, can 
be found on roadtoreno. 
com. ; 


Signed: Football 
sees 21 new athletes 
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Pittsburgh Steelers, Boi- 
se State, Oklahoma, etc., 
and other predominantly 
successful programs. What 
is their secret? They kept 
building from the. ground 
up.” 

For Sears, it isn’t about 
getting the most talented 
player available, but finding 
the right athlete to fit the 
culture he is trying to build. 

“In terms of diligence 
and time the staff put in, 
they did a really nice job of 
evaluating the kids and how 
they fit into our program,” 
Sears said. 

As far as looking at the big- 
ger schools like Alabama, 
Sears believes that Sac 
State is just as attractive. 

“Look at our football fa- 
cilities, the WELL, and 
the construction going 
on here,” Sears said. “It’s 
a great time to be here. 
There’s no reason Sac State 
can’t cultivate a good ath- 
lete, get them a degree and 
have them go out there and 
serve their community.” 

One of the new additions 
to Sac State football, Nick 
Brand, has had his eye on 
becoming a Hornet for a 
long time. 

“Honestly, I am a huge 
family guy who wanted to 
stay local and grow up with 
my family in the stands,” 
Brand said. “Secondly, 
coach Sears and retired line 
coach Bill Laveroni sold me 
on a quote saying, ‘always 
remember where you came 
from.’ Listening to them 
and the relationship we 


made through this process, 
I knew it was the best fit for 
me. They truly already feel 
like family.” 

Brand, an offensive line- 
man who will be graduat- 
ing from Del Campo High 
School, was a three-year 
member of their varsity 
football team and was also 
named an_ all-Sac-Joaquin 
Section player. He was also 
named to the all-Capital 
Valley Conference team 
twice. 

Brand had plenty of other 
offers on the table to choose 
from, but ultimately he 
chose Sac State. 

“San Jose State, Fresno 
State, San Diego State and 
Nevada were highly inter- 
ested in me and at the start 
of the process in June of 
my junior season,” Brand 
said. “After I took my sec- 
ond visit to San Jose State, I 
was asked for a visit to Sac 
State from coach Fred Kel- 
ley. They offered me that 
day, and by the time of the 
first game, I committed to 
Sac State and never looked 
back.” 

While Brand has yet to suit 
up as a Hornet, he looks 
forward to helping bring 
the team back to a winning 
form, after the team went 
2-8 in 2015. 

“I feel my help to Sac 
State will come from the 
front five offensive line- 
man,” Brand said. “I will 
be the nastiest offensive 
lineman up front and fight 
with my five brothers to be 
the meanest hammer heads 
out there coming from the 
front five.” 
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“In the end, there was 


just more opportunity for 


me to do that in college,” 
Berlioux said. “I am 5’7” 
so playing volleyball was 
a lot of fun for me, but I 
definitely didn’t have the 
height to go to some of 
those bigger schools that I 
wanted to go to.” 

Berlioux took a chance 
in signing with Sac State, 
and currently holds the 
fastest 3,000-meter time 
in the school’s history. She 
also holds four other top- 
10 school records. 

“T really was looking at 
different schools in cit- 
ies that I thought would 
be unique to live in, and 
I wasn’t trying to get out 
of Oklahoma,” Berlioux 
said. “Oklahoma State 
was actually my second 
choice when it came down 
to it, but I was just offered 
an opportunity to comé 
out here and I thought, 
“Why not?’” 

She also looked at the 
team dynamics when 
making her decision. 

“The team atmosphere 
was definitely the best that 
I got through all my visits 
that I got while looking at 
schools,” Berlioux said. 

“But in the end, I didn’t 
really want to be a big fish 
in a little pond. I wanted to 
get out there and put my- 
self in the most competi- 
tive situation that I could 
and see what I could do.” 

Developing anemia her 
freshman year was a trial 
Berlioux had to face at a 


new school in a new state. 

“Really having the sup- 
port of my family helped 
me a lot through that, and 
the support of the team, 
coaches telling me what 
to do, and having the 
nutrition support at the 
school.” 

College athletes deal 
with an enormous amount 
of stress and an intense 
schedule that may beg the 
question, ‘Is it worth it?’ 
Chloe says it is. 

“Definitely. Like I said, I 
didn’t really run that much 
in high school and I ran 
my first 8-mile run when I 
came to Sacramento, and 
just going through all the 
developmental processes 
of running and through 
like this kind of crazy time 
of growing up,” she said. 

“Everything has really 
been like, it’s really been 
a unique experience that 
challenges you in more 
ways than just out there 
on the trail. 

It challenges you in the 
classroom, and kind of in 
your everyday life to main- 
tain a healthy lifestyle and 
time management.” 

As Berlioux approaches 
the end of her time run- 
ning for Sac State, one 
of the biggest goals for 
her and the team is win- 
ning conference, but that’s 
not her only goal for this 
season. 

“Just having a positive 
attitude throughout the 
season and being an in- 
fluence on the rest of the 
team is really big to me, 
too,” she said. 
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Senior Chloe Berlioux leads the pack during the Hornet Invitational on Saturday, Mar. 21, 2015. Berlioux took home first place 
in the Women’s 800-meter run and placed second in the women’s 1500-meter run. 
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Sacramento Campus 


Congratulations 
~~~ to former Hornet 
“ ~ Todd Davis on his 
| Super Bowl win! 





Former linebacker : 
celebrates with Broncos 





: Photo courtesy of biackandyallaw-com 
Former Hornet Todd Davis celebrates after making a tackle. Davis is now a Super Bowl 
champion as he and the Denver Broncos beat the Carolina Panthers in Super Bowl 50. 
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@csus_Sqguirrel 
Ze 


(@mschanely @sacstate If you give us 
squirrels some food from the Union, 
we can get you in. SacLink account 
and everything. 

12:16 AM: 05 Jan 16 


SacStateSquirrel 
@CSUS_Sdquirrel 





3 RETWEETS 7 LIKES 


SacStateSquirrel- [ +2. | 
@CSUS_Sqguirrel 





(@sacstate Looking for a new 
structured pile of leaves, mine blew 
away. #NoHomelnsurance 


S47 PM- 22 Dec 15 


SacStateSquirrel Lee 
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‘(@sacstate: Happy Groundhog Day 
from OUR furry creatures! 
pic.twitter.com/aeyh9XwP Ith" 

Thanks for the exclusive photo shoot! 
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Sac State 


squirrels 


generating tweets 


Vu Chau 
@vchau2020 


A Sacramento State fresh- 
man is giving a voice to 
all squirrels on campus 
through a Twitter account. 

@CSUS_Squirrel’s _ cre- 
ator, who asked to keep his 
true identity anonymous to 
maintain the squirrels’ ap- 
pearance, started the pro- 
file in December 2015. 

“I created the account 
mainly for the silly idea of 
pretending to, represent the 


combined. 

- “Its hard to miss the 
squirrels here at Sac State,” 
Fosse said. “If I have an- 
other awesome interaction 
with a squirrel like I did be- 
fore, I will tweet at the ac- 
count again.” 

The account’s creator said 
gaining followers means 
people are enjoying his. 
idea enough to want to 
know more. 

He also realized the ad- 
vantage of free public- 
ity through retweets of his 
followers. 


vast major- “Now, _ stu- 
Hy ong ue. | “Ilike the profile oe ae 
squirre’s 0". | because it adds a oe 
campus, ‘a face to all the my, tweets 
the profile’s squirrels around through 


creator said. Sac State.” 

Tweets of 
@CSUS_ 
Squirrel are 
composed 
by  observ- 
ing how the squirrels act 
and what he imagines they 
would say to each other. 

“IT mostly think to myself, 
‘what would a squirrel say 
about or during this situa- 
tion?” he said. 

Matthew Fosse, a gradu- 
ating senior at Sac State 
studying —_ organizational 
communication,  discov- 
ered the profile after notic- 
ing one of his pictures was 
retweeted. 

“T thought it was a funny 
idea and decided to give 
it a chance and follow it,” 
Fosse said of the account. 
“So far, it has lived up to 
my expectation.” 

Fosse tweeted a photo of 
@ squirrel with an apple on 
a tree branch to @CSUS_ 
Squirrel and received a re- 
ply that garnered him more 
than 30 likes and retweets 


retweets of 


- Marissa Chavez| fellow stu- 
CSUS freshman | dents who 


are following 

me,” the cre- 

ator said. “So 
the popularity seems to be 
growing.” 

Mentioning and tagging 
Sac State’s profile in his 
tweets have significantly 
helped promoting the ac- 
count as well, he said. 

The Sac State’s twitter 
profile also led Marissa 
Chavez, a freshman study- 
ing child development, to 
start following the squirrel 
account. 

“I like the profile be- 
cause it adds a face to all 
the squirrels around Sac 
State,” Chavez said. “It’s 
like if we were talking to 
them.” 

Currently, the creator 
does not have any specific 
goals for the profile. 

“Tm just having fun ex- 
ploiting the charismatic 
behaviors of the squirrels,” 
he said. 








Greek life sees a new sorority 


Phi Mu sought out new recruits to start a new chapter 


[Maria Lesso | 
@MalaMedia_ | 


Greek life at Sacramento 
State has grown this semes- 
ter with a new addition: Phi 
Mu. 

This sorority is now part of 
the Panhellenic sororities on 
campus. They are starting 
their new Eta Rho chapter 
and are recruiting girls who 
are interested in their phi- 
losophy and mission. 

Phi Mu is the second old- 
est sorority in the nation 
and has over 220 chapters 
all over the country. 

Maggie Olson, the exten- 
sion coordinator, - traveled 
to Sacramento to help the 
chapter establish and per- 
form interviews. She men- 
tioned that most of the Pan- 
hellenic sororities decided 
not to rush this semester to 
help the new chapter recruit 
girls, 

“We are looking for mem- 
bers that align with our 
values of love, honor, and 
truth, but also are represen- 
tatives of the student popu- 
lation here at Sac State,” 
Olson said. 

Phi Mu received a posi- 
tive response throughout 
their recruitment process, 
although the members did 
not want to be interviewed. 

Giving back to the com- 
munity and following their 
philanthropy with the Chil- 
dren’s Miracle Network 
hospitals is a big part of Phi 
Mu. For the Eta Rho chap- 
ter, any money received will 
go directly to the UC Davis 
Children’s Hospital. 

The chapter members’ 
interests and passions will 
also. determine which ser- 
vice projects they become 


involved with in their local 
communities. 

Jackie Isaacson, the direc- 
tor of Communications of 
Phi Mu, shared many past 
community services that Phi 
Mu chapters have contrib- 
uted to. 

Isaacson said writing 
letters to troops serving 
overseas, making goody 
bags for patients in re- 
habilitation centers and 
volunteering at animal 
shelters are many of the 
things. Phi Mu encour- 
ages their members to 
do. 

“Phi Mu is inspired by the 
growth of the fraternity and 
sorority life community and 
wants to be a part of that 


growth.” Isaacson said of 
what brought Phi Mu to Sac 
State. 

Phi Mu was chosen from 
many of the 26 National 


Panhellenic organizations 
invited. 
The Panhellenic Council 


“We felt something that 
' we were really looking for 
was a diverse sorority.” 


- Kaitlynn Pirotto | 
President of the Panhellenic Council | 


at Sac State made an open 
invitation to bring a new 
sorority on campus to help 
the overcrowding of their 
sororities on campus. 


“Sororities were growing 
too large and we needed’ to 
add another chapter to help 
slow down the rapid pace 
we were growing at,” said 
Kaitlynn Pirotto, former 
president of the Panhellenic 
Council at Sac State. 

Pirotto was part of 
the committee that 
helped bring Phi Mu to 


campus. 
“We felt something 
that we were really 


looking for was a di- 
verse sorority,” Pirotto 
said. 

She said Phi Mu offered 
exactly the type of diversity 
they were looking for and 
higher education standards. 

Pirotto and the council was 


impressed to see the GPA 
requirement for the soror- 
ity’s scholarship, which was 
higher than any other soror- 
ity on campus. 

They saw this as an oppor- 
tunity to introduce excellent 
role models. 

“They are a chapter that 
is going to come in stron- 
ger than any other chapters 
right now,” Pirotto said. 

Phi Mu has a system of 
points for study hours, pro- 
fessors’ office hours and 
other school involved activi- 
ties that promote striving for 
higher education standards. 

“Phi Mu is going to bring 
a new spark to Sac State 
Greek community,” Pirotto 
said. 
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New members of Phi Mu are chosen. Phi Mu is a new sorority at Sacramento State trying to establish a new chapter. 
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Check out the video at 








CULTURE 4. THE STATE HORNET 





- Food trucks cater to 
students on campus 


[Kristal Reynaga 
@NewsTrends34 | 


During construction 
of the new dining com- 
mons at Sacramento 
State, food trucks have 
been provided two days 
a week for students to 
choose their dinner. 

The construction of 
the campus dining com- 
mons is to accommo- 
date future residents and 
to assist with offering 
more dining options as 
there will be a total of 
five resident halls, with a 
new one that should be 
fully constructed by late 
fall 2017. 


“It’s going to take the 
rest of this semester and 
more or less the summer 
vacation to complete 
the renovations,” said 
resident adviser, Ivan 
Gomez, a second-year 
transfer criminal justice 
major. “So for now, resi- 
dents here will have to 
get accustomed to the 
cramped space.” 

There is no shortage of 
food, there’s just a short- 
age of space. Students 
can always take food 
back to their dorms. 

Student’ meal plans 
vary, but come pre- 
loaded with $75 flex 
cash that can be spent 
at certain locations, such 


as Epicure Restaurant, 
which provides an alter- 
nate dining option. 
Gomez explained that 
the campus dining com- 
mons usually serves the 
same food everyday with 
some variation, but for 
now there is cramped 
space and to make up for 
the cramped space. 
The food trucks help to 
alleviate the situation. 
All resident halls are 
provided with a food 
truck schedule and _ it’s 
the student’s responsibil- 
ity to make note of the 
food truck schedule. 
The tighter eating space 
has given students a lot 
to consider when choos- 








ing how. they will con- 
sume their daily meals. 
Students may or may 
not make the decision 
to order food. from the 
food trucks that visit the 
resident halls on ‘Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings. 

The food trucks that 
visit the resident halls are 
Drewski’s, Squeeze Inn, 
Chando’s ‘Tacos, Game- 
day Grill and Bacon 
Mania. 

“The food is good, com- 
ing from a food truck, I 
guess,” said Kimberly 
Polishuk, a freshman ki- 
nesiology major. 

“There’s a good variety 
of food trucks on campus 
from what I’ve seen and 


my favorite food truck is 
the one with the tacos,” 
she said. 

Polishuk only utilizes 
food trucks sometimes, 
when there are no con- 
flicts with her school 
schedule, or eating 
schedule and she doesn’t 
have any food allergies 
or sensitivities. 

Tiffani Gillespie, a se- 
nior public relations ma- 
jor explained that Sac 
State is trying to encour- 
age eating on campus, 
but that it 1s also trying to 
encourage eating health- 
ier options on campus, 
such as Togo’s, the Buzz 
and the new Baja Fresh 
Express. 


Se 
KZ] 


Gillespie explained that 
she can no longer use 
her meal card at certain 
eateries.“Sac State took 


away a lot of places on’ 


campus ~—. for example, 
Round ‘Table, Burger 
King, Subway and Jam- 
ba Juice.” 

The construction of the 
campus dining commons 
doesn’t bother Ana Lo- 
pez, a senior civil engi- 
neer student. 

Lopez likes the food in 
the dining commons, but 
she wouldn’t be able to 
eat it the whole year. She 
is growing tired of the 
same food but she also 
doesn’t like to eat from 
the food trucks. 





Keelan Sunglao-Valdez - The State Hornet 


1. Sacramento State students wait in line at the Squeeze 
Inn food truck parked outside the dining commons in the 
residential quad on Tuesday, Feb. 2. 2. Sac State stu- 
dents dine outside the dining commons at Drewski’s Hot 
Rod Kitchen for dinner. 3. Keylin Newsome purchases a 
voucher from Benjamin Kerr inside the dining commons 
which he can use to purchase a meal from one.of the 
many food trucks located outside the residence halls on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 4. McKenzie Bell waits to place 
an order outside her dorm at the Drewski’s Hot Rod Kitch- 
en food truck. 
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[Faith Aeriel 


Freelance writer 


The old couple beside 
me was already bickering. 
The stewardess hadn’t even 
walked-us through the safety 
jécture yet—something I 
have heard enough times 
over the last four months 
to feel more than comfort- 
able putting my earphones 
in drowning out everything 
else in the pressurized cabin. 

I watched the runway roll 
by through the clouded win- 
dow and then, once we had 
taken off, the tangled streets 
of London thinned to rib- 
bons and disappeared be- 
neath the clouds. 

*For the past four months 
I had been studying at Ox- 
ford Brookes University in 
England. Now I was on the 
last leg of my journey: the 
5,000 mile flight home. 

Our studies may have 


taken us to different coun- 
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ties, but for all Sacramento 
State students who have 
spent a semester abroad, the 
journey started in the same 
place: a little upstairs office 
in Lassen Hall (now moved 
to a more central location 
just across from the library 
and next to Java City). 

“College is one of those 
special moments in your life 
where you really get to dis- 
cover yourself, and studying 
abroad definitely helped me 
to define myself,” said Sac 
State student Hoa ‘Tran, 
who studied at Edith Cow- 
an University in Australia in 
2014. 

Though daunting, the ap- 
plication process is lengthier 
than it is difficult. Students 
must complete a written 
application, an essay, and a 
face-to-face interview. 

Official transcripts and two 
faculty letters of recommen- 
dation must also be provided 
along with the application. 

In addition to this, students 


who plan to attend a uni- 
versity where classes are not 
taught in English will be re- 
quired have a third letter of 
recommendation from their 
language professor. 
Typically, students will 


| “College is one 
of those special 

/ moments In your 
life where you 


discover yourself...” 


- Hoa Tran 
Sac State student 
study abroad in their junior 
or senior years. To be eli- 
gible to apply students must 
have completed 60 units 
before the semester they 
intend to spend abroad, al- 
though they do not all need 
to have been earned at Sac 
State. There is a minimum 
2.75 or 3.00 GPA depend- 

ing on the program. 
“(The study abroad pro- 


gram] covers most fields of 
study we have at Sac State, 
but not every university 
abroad offers every field,” 
said Janis Silvers, the Sacra- 
mento State Study Abroad 
Coordinator. “It’s a matter 
of matching what program 
is best for you depending 
on what your goals are and 
what your major is.” 

The first step to take to- 
ward studying abroad is to 
attend one of the weekly in- 
formation sessions held ev- 
ery Tuesday from 4-5 p.m. 
and Fridays from 12-1 p.m. 
in Library 1001, directly 
across from the library’s 
main entrance. 

After this a member of the 
International Programs and 
Global Engagement . staff 
can help advise students 
on which of the two dozen 
countries and nearly 60 uni- 
versities will be best suited 
for a particular major or 
interest. 

“J highly encourage any 


Photo courtesy of Faith Aeriel 
Sacramento State student Faith Aeriel captures the sun set as she lands in London to attend Oxford Brookes University. Aeriel studied in England for four months. 


Students discuss time abroad 


Long application process leads students to a cultural experience 


student to study abroad. 
It’s an incredibly enrich- 
ing experience and a won- 
derful opportunity to meet 
students from around the 
world,” said Megan Ham- 
bright, who studied in 
French Canada as a junior 
and now works in Interna- 
tional Programs and Global 
Engagement. “Please don’t 
let the application process 
discourage you from study- 
ing abroad,’ Hambright 
said. 

For students who are in- 
terested in studying abroad, 
there are ten universities still 
currently open for applica- 
tions for the fall 2016 term. 


Applications must. be 
turned in by March 1. 
Additional application 


deadlines are listed in the 
individual program descrip- 
tions that can be obtained at 
the weekly information ses- 
sions. Visit www.csus.edu/ 
ipge for more information. 














“XCOM2’ not on student radars 


Marvin Davis 
@m_davis92 


“XCOM 2,” an anticipated 
sequel to 2012’s turn-based 
strategy game “XCOM: 
Enemy Unknown,” was 
released on Friday, but a 
number of . students have 
not even heard of the game 
until now. 

As a_ strategy game, 
“XCOM 2” might appeal to 
those who are already fans 
of the genre, like psychology 
junior Alexis Perez. 

Perez had not heard about 
the game until being inter- 
viewed. “It sounds pretty 
good,” said Perez. “I like 
strategy games like ‘Fire 
Emblem,’ so this might be 
something good to look at.” 

Set chronologically after 
the events in “Enemy Un- 
known,” the sequel puts 


players in command of a 
resistance group fighting 
against an alien regime that 
has taken over Earth. 

Using a re-purposed alien 
ship as a base. of operations, 
the player flies around the 
world trying to contact oth- 
er resistance groups, acquire 
resources to build and up- 
grade their forces, and send 
their soldiers on missions 


‘to fight against the alien 


invaders. 

A player’s squad can have 
up to four soldiers to start, 
going up to six soldiers with 
upgrades later on and can 
consist of any combination 
of four classes. The classes 
are the Ranger, Sharpshoot- 
er, Grenadier and Specialist. 

A fifth class, the Psi Opera- 
tive, can be unlocked as the 
game progresses. Each class 
is a new take on the ones 
from the previous game. 


For example, the Specialist 
can be seen as an upgraded 
version of the Support class 
from “Enemy Unknown.” 
The Specialist can still heal 
other soldiers, but they are 
now equipped with a drone 
that can be used remotely to 
help teammates and hack 
objectives and alarms. 

One student, childhood 
development junior Russell 
King, became interested in 
the game after hearing more 
about how it plays. 

“Tt looks interesting,” said 
King. “’m more interested 
in single player games so it 
still seems fun despite being 
turned based.” 

Compared to the first 
game, missions in “XCOM 
2” are faster paced. 

While still being turn 
based, most missions have 
time-sensitive objectives 


that players need to com- 


plete before they are forced 
to retreat. 

Another feature that com- 
plicates missions is the con- 
cealment mechanic. At the 
start of most missions, the 
player’s squad will be in a 
stealth mode. The stealth 
mode breaks once they at- 
tack, fail at hacking an alarm 
or move into an enemy’s line 
of sight. 

This allows the squad to 
set up ambushes and scout 
for objectives, but once the 
stealth is broken, it is gone 
for the rest of the mission. 
The timer on objectives will 
still be running, so players 
need to decide if setting up 
a perfect ambush is worth 
the risk of running out of 
time. It adds a sense of ur- 
gency to the game that is al- 
ways present. 

Reviews of the game are 
already out online, and 


they are generally positive, 
with critics saying that it 
is an overall improvement 
of the ideas from “Enemy 
Unknown.” 

There are a few issues, 
however, “ mostly shaving to 
do with the game’s Pe 
feeling unfair. 


Sometimes the odds seem 


to favor the enemy’s artifi- 
cial intelligence too much, 
like an enemy dodging a 


point-blank shotgun blast ~ 


that has a high chance to hit ~ 


or ignoring the game’s core 
rules altogether by shooting 
through walls. 

Computer engineering 
major Jesse Guzman took 
an interest in the premise of 
the game. < 

“Tt’s that combination of 
strategy and alien invasion 
that makes it sound inter- 
esting,” said Guzman. “T’ll 
check it out some time.” 
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LIVE LIFE LARGE 


° ait-inclusivé ytilities 
» 24-HOUF Fitness center 


» Fully cyrnistied 
« Granite countertors 


-» Full-Size Upgraded 


Appliances 
_e Washer g Dryer 
» Flat-Sereen Ty in 
tiving Room 





